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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


HOIvIEMAZERS '  CHAT 


Rolcase  Moneo^y,  July  25,193.' 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "NEWS  NOTES."    Erom  the  Eood  and  Drug  Administration,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  G. 

— ooOoo — 

Today's  News  Notes  from  Washington,  D.  C,   start  right  in  the  old  home  town. 

The  home  town,  that  is,  of  our  correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
A.dministration.    She  reports  that  the  fake  olive-oil  racket,  which  has  until  now 
"been  centering  in  the  cities  of  New  England,  and  in  New  York  City,  appears  to  he 
branching  out — as  far  as  Washington,  D.  C 

The  Health  Department  of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  notified  recently  that 
a  certain  club  in  the  District  had  received  a  shipment  of  fake  olive  oil.  Food 
officials  investigated,   sampled  the  oil,  found  no  trace  of  olives,     and  the  local 
salesman  was  brought  into  Court  and  fined  $70  for  selling  the  stuff. 

Now  to  Oklahoma,  where  the  State  Chemist  reports  the  voluntary  destruction 
of  60  cases  of  tomato  catsup.     Sixty  cases,  nearly  3»000  bottles.     State  inspectors 
examined  samples  and  foiond  the  so-called  "catsup"  to  bo  made  chiefly  of  water  and 
starch,  colored  —  not  with  ripe  tomatoes  —  but  v\rith  cochineal. 

In  addition  to  being  adulterated,  the  catsup  was  misbranded.     The  bottle  was 
labeled  "lU  ounces,"  had  a  capacity  of  12  ounces,  and  actually  contained  11  3/^ 
ounces . 

When  the  catsup  was  sampled,  the  60  cases  v;ore  placed  under  temporary  em- 
bargo.   After  the  product  was  analyzed,  the  dealer  agreed  that  it  should  be 
destroyed.    The  bottles  were  opened,  and  the  "tomato  catsup"  was  poured  down  a  sewer, 
under  supervision  of  an  Oklahoma  State  inspector. 

Well,  we've  had  our  fake  olive  oil,  and  our  iolce  tomato  catsup.    Let's  see 
what  other  food  fakes  were  removed  from  the  market  recently  by  Eood  and  Dinig 
officials  —  Federal,  State,  or  local. 

Quoting  our  correspondent: 

"Here's  a  story  'rl)0ut  butter  —  low  in  buttorfat,  short  in  weight,  and  bad  -- 
if  you  know  what  I  mean.  Bad  is  an  understatement,  but  I  hesitate  to  use  the  stronf 
word  that  would  describe  it  adequately.    Anyway,  the  butter  is  no  longer  on  sale. 

"The  Company  that  made  this  product  was  fined  $150  for  shipping  the  stuff. 
The  Judge  stated  that  consumers  should  not  be  compelled  to  eat  such  butter.  The 
Judge  added  that  he  was  a  consumer  himself,  with  objections  to  eating  such  a 
product>    The  butter  vras  labeled  'Quality.'" 
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Oxir  correspondent  points  ovt  that  it  must  have  "been  an  oversight  tliat  the 
butter  was  not  la"beled  "Extremely  Lov;  Q,-aality." 

]?ow  let's  look  over  these  "Pertinent  Paragraphs"  cor-trihuted  by  the  Editor- 
ial Committee  of  the  United  States  Association  of  Dairy,  Eood,  a,nd  Drug  Officials, 

Eirst,  we'll  hear  from  Kentucky.     A  Law  in  this  State  forhids  the  sale 
of  medicines  "by  itinerant  vendors  in  a  troupe  of  t?/o  or  more.    Evidently  a  certain 
troupe,  "by  the  name  of  "Rahbitf oot , "  didn't  know  ahout  this  Law,  for  they  tra.veled 
around  in  trailers,  putting  on  a  free,  'black-face  comedian  show  in  connection  with 
the  sale  of  patent  medicine. 

The  fine  for  selling  the  medicine  was  $50,  minimum.     The  "F-ahhitf oot" 
troupe  didn't  have  $50.     If  the  principals  had  "been  forced  to  work  out  the  fine, 
tho  county  would  have  had  to  take  care  of  about  eight  pconlo,  in  the  meantime. 
So  the  charge  was  amended  to  ""broach  of  the  peace,"  v/hich  carried  a  $25  fine. 
Seems  as  if  the  "ra,"b"bit  foot"  emblem  doesn't  always  work. 

In  Georgia,  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  reports  examination  of  a 
largo  nuiubcr  of  samples  of  peanut  butter,  hamburger,  sausage,  and  cr*bbage. 

In  Michigan,  the  State  Department  of  Health  is  making  every  effort  to  elim- 
inate the  sale  of  adu3.terated  foods,  especially  meat  containing  artificial  coloring 
and  sulphite  preservatives. 

In  Utah,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Dairy  and  Food  Division  of  tho  State 
reports  holding  an  inspectors'   school,  to  prepare  for  the  summer  "nilk  and  cream" 
canpaign, 

^o.shington  State  reports  adding  a  new  inspector  to  tho  field  force.  He  is 
in  charge  of  drug  work  only.  During  the  first  week  ho  was  employed,  1,600  worth- 
less and  substandard  drugs  were  seized  or  destroyed, 

Kansas  reports  that  in  April  three  cities  adop)ted  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service  Ililk  Ordinance, 

Florida' s  egg  inspectors  in  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture  have  been 
made  food  inspectors.     They're  helping  out  in  the  drive  to  check  up  on  short  weight 
in  all  packaged  goods,  whether  it's  sold  in  the  original  containers  or  put  up  by 
retailers  for  convenience,     Althoixgh  the  work  was  just  getting  imdor  way  when  this 
report  was  sent  in  to  Washington,  D.  C, ,  the  Florida  inspectors  had  found  many 
short-weight  products, 

Aiid  so  concludes  our  T7cekly  Letter  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Adxiinis- 
tration, 

IToxt  Monday  v/e'll  have  a  report  of  interest  to  nearly  every  woman  in  the 
country  —  for  the  subject  will  be:  "Cosmetics  Under  the  iJcw  Food,  Drug,  and 
Cosmetic  Law  of  June  25,  1958." 
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